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WHERE PERSPECTIVES CONNECT

City wins gold with World Masters Games
Economic impact of $36.4 million more than double
predicted for last summer's spectacle

Keith Gerein
The Edmonton Journal

Saturday, January 14, 2006

It began as an event few people had heard of
and ended as one of Edmonton's greatest
success stories.

Last summer's World Masters Games proved
to be a pecuniary powerhouse, generating an
economic benefit that far surpassed even the
most optimistic projections, a beaming group
of organizers announced Friday.

According to research conducted by Deloitte
and Touche, the Games were responsible for
pumping $70.3 million into the Canadian
economy last year, including $36.4 million that == - e
went to the Edmonton region. CREDIT: Larry Wong, the Journal, File

St. Albert's Alan Waldie waves to
Initial estimates were for less than half those  spectators during the start of the half
amounts: a $31-million benefit for Canada and Marathon at the World Masters Games on
$15.4 million for Edmonton. July 31, 2005.

"Absolutely staggering," Mayor Stephen Mandel said of the numbers.

"The impact from $70.3 million is pretty spectacular. Four years ago, when we were
planning this, I don't think anybody would have had the nerve to predict that."

Mandel said the economic boon from the Games was likely one of the largest in
Edmonton's history, surpassing the totals generated by other recent sporting events,
such as the 2005 Brier, the 2004 Canadian figure skating championships, the 2002 U-19
women's world soccer championships and the 2002 Grey Cup.

Only the 2001 World Championships in Athletics may have had a greater financial
impact on the city, he said.

"This proves yet again that Edmonton and Alberta are winners in the area of
international sport," said Gary Mar, provincial community development minister.

"The World Masters Games was the premiere sporting event in Alberta's centennial
year. It was a feast of sport and culture that brought thousands of people to our
province and allowed thousands of Albertans to celebrate with them."

Mar said the economic benefits were tremendous considering that the Games were put
on with a relatively small operating budget of $15 million.

Billed as the world's biggest multi-sport festival, the 10-day event held last July saw
21,600 non-professional athletes competing in 27 different sports. About 7,300 of the
participants were from other countries.

http://www.canada.com/components/print.aspx?id=b92f2692-d0ff-4db5-9a24-ee61dd... 17-01-2006
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Although local hotels, restaurants and shops were the major beneficiary of those guests,
many of the overseas visitors wound up taking extended holidays to other parts of
Canada.

Both Mandel and Mar said the Games' success can be used as a selling point to attract
other major international events. While there was no talk of immediately bidding again
for the World Masters Games, Mandel said the city is excited about being a host for the
2007 U-19 men's soccer championship and hopes to land an LPGA event and the 2011
Universiade Games.

"You can't have these things every year," Mandel said. "It's expensive and takes an
incredible commitment. There's only so much you can feasibly do and do effectively.
The last thing you want to do is have a poor event."

Mar suggested that Edmonton's stature as a moderately sized city may be one of the
reasons why it has such a strong track record of hosting big competitions.

"When you have an event like the World Masters Games in a city the size of Edmonton,
everybody in town knows about it," he said. "If you take it to a city of many millions of
people, the impact of it, and the municipal involvement, would be greatly diluted."

kgerein@thejournal.canwest.com

BY THE NUMBERS: WORLD MASTERS GAMES

- Benefit of Games to Canadian economy (original estimate): $31.1 million
Benefit of Games to Canadian economy (actual): $70.3 million

- Benefit of Games to Edmonton economy (original estimate): $15.4 million
Benefit of Games to Edmonton economy (actual): $36.4 million

- Operating budget for Games: $15 million

- Number of participants in Games (original estimate): 16,000

Number of participants in Games (actual): 21,600

- Athletes from Canada: 14,267

- Athletes from United States: 1,973

- Athletes from other countries: 5,360

- Average number of nights Games participants stayed in Edmonton: 9

- Percentage of athletes from other countries (excluding U.S.) who extended their stay
in Canada to pursue other travel and tourist opportunities: 55 per cent

- Average expenditure during these extended holidays: $6,000

- Number of countries represented at Games: 89

Estimated economic impact of other recent sporting events:

- The 2001 World Championships in Athletics: $157 million to Edmonton.

- The 2004 Canadian figure skating championships: $7 million to Edmonton

http://www.canada.com/components/print.aspx?id=b922692-d0ff-4db5-9a24-ee61dd...
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