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by Greg Chapman

In September of 1994, 23,000 athletes converged in Brisbane, Australia for the World Masters Games. At that time, this was a
larger event than the Olympics.

— I had been to Australia in 1987 for the Veteran Games. It was a great experience. I loved it and wanted to go back.

The opportunity to return came a few years later. [ was on a triathlon team with two good friends. We heard a team triathlon
would be held at the World Masters Games in ‘94 and that was all the motivation I needed.

My teammates were Steve Martin, an accomplished cyclist and Frank Warner, a world class swimmer. Our team entered
numerous events getting ready for Brisbane.

The games were to take place over a two week period. We planned to stay a week prior to the games and a week after,
competing in several events and doing some touring.

It was a 14 hour plane ride to Brisbane. I had learned the importance of staying hydrated from my previous experience
traveling to Australia. The first time I failed to drink enough and arrived jet lagged. This time | made sure I drank every 2 hours

and it made a huge difference in my condition when we landed.

The city of Brisbane was beautiful. The people were welcoming and friendly. If you took out a map to check on a location, you
would be surrounded by people asking: “Can I help you, mate”.

I had packed carefully for the trip. A friend had designed and made shorts for our team — *Team USA”. I brought my
Snohomish jersey and 4 pairs of shoes for different running events.

I ' was 46 years old, competing in the 45-49 age group. There were 33 events over the two week period and I planned on running
in five of them.
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/f | finished 14th out of 86 runners in the cross country 10k, 8th overall out of 40 runners in the 5k with a time of 17:31, 7th out
of 12 in the steeplechase, and 8th in my age division in the half marathon with a time of 1:25:08.

A

The team triathlon was held on October 8th. This was the event I had been waiting for. Twelve hundred athletes were
competing. There were 86 teams. Frank had to swim .8 mile, Steve had to bike 18 miles, and I had to run 5 miles. Our team was
there to have fun but we were serious. We had come to compete.

It was a very hot day. The temperature was in the 80’s. The swim began in the river. The current was so strong that a dock had
to be brought in to keep swimmers from being swept away. Frank was in 8th place out of the water.

Steve was 7th off the bike. The officials had a rule that you had to rack the bike and make the tag. I wore a pink hat so that
Steve would be able to see me. Steve racked the bike, made the tag, and I took off. I ran a few steps and was called back twice
by an official who faulted the tag.

The course was 2 loops. Because it was so hot, they had water and sponges every kilometer. I had a really good run, finishing in
31:04-the fastest time on the course.

Team USA took the silver medal. We finished 2nd in our age group and 2nd overall. The gold medal went to the local team. We
became great friends with the winning team. 66 countries were represented. There was a lot of swapping T-shirts and swapping

stories.

The night before we left, | commented on how amazing it was that everything had gone so well. No mishaps. Steve jumped up
and yelled. “Are you trying to jinx us?”

The following day, my wife and Steve took a bus to the airport. I was following in the rental car. I missed a light but went on to
the airport.

I returned the rental car and with only an hour before our flight was to leave, I searched for Steve and my wife. They were
nowhere to be found. She was carrying my passport and my wallet.

Finally 15 minutes before flight time, I found out I was at the wrong airport. I jumped into a taxi and told the driver I had a
flight leaving in 10 minutes from an airport that was 15 minutes away.

He drove like a maniac, stopping on the sidewalk at the terminal entrance. I grabbed every bit of cash [ had in my pocket,
dumped it on the seat and ran.

My wife was waiting at the door. We ran through the airport, bypassing customs, to the plane. It had been held 5 minutes,
awaiting our arrival.

When I boarded the plane, Steve greeted me with a grin. “See, [ warned you not to jinx us!”
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1403 Compete in Track & Field In Oregon

Nike World Masters Games Draw 11,000

The good news is that more than
11,000 athletes — including 1403 in
track and field — participated in the

by JANNA WALKUP

Indy Life Circuit competition heat-
ed up at the Crim Festival of Races 10
Mile in Flint, Mich . on Aug. 22. With
#e race serving as both an Indy Life
Cacait event and the USATF masters
0 mile championships, Craig Young
amd Ruth Wysocki blazed to USA mas-
== itles under warm, humid condi-
s "s Keith Anderson and
Ulkzsme’s Tatyana Pozdnyakova
mexz mcligible for the USA masters

Young Wysockl, Utes W’i

fourth Nike World Masters Games in

Oregon, August 9-22.

The bad news is that only 11,000

mu:'asih'{!.‘l’_'l’?

with Keith ™

While Young coulda™t go with
Anderson, no other American could
stay with Young. Second place finish-
er Charliec Gray, 44, Lee’s Summit,
Mo., finished nearly three minutes
behind in 53:20. Gary Romesser, 47,
Indianapolis, Ind., placed third in
54:35.

Wysocki, 41, finished in 5721 to
set a US. single age record and moved
into first place in the Indy Life stand-

athletes — including only 1403 in track
and field — took part in the quadrenni-
al event.

This dichotomy, espoused by peo-
ple who saw the same event in differ-
ent lights, is that the final numbers,
despite being substantial, fell far short
of the original estimates of 25,000
total and 4000 T&F athletes. As a
result, some reviewers called them
“disappointing.”

Nevertheless, the magnitude of the
Games was impressive. More than 100
nations were represented. It was the
largest gathering of masters athletes
ever assembled in the USA. surpassing
the 8000 who came to Tucson, Aniz,
in 1997 for the National Senior Sports
Classic.

With 1403 entries in the T&F com-
petition, it was the biggest masters
~meet held in the U.S. this year, out-
drawmg the 1061 who came to Orono,
Maine, for the U.S. Nationals.

The Games consisted of 25 sports

for masters athletes — gencrally age-
30-and-wp. dcpemdmg
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